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JACK RUSSELL TERRIER – THE LITTLE DOG  
THAT HAS COME A LONG WAY 

by Ingrid Saltzman

About 17 years ago, there was a rumour in Sweden 
saying Jack Russells were going to be recognized by 
the Swedish Kennel Club. Exciting! We looked at our 
Swedish Jacks that we basically had and bred for work 
and companion, and wondered if they were good spe-
ciemens of the breed. Having been in the rings previ-
ously with other breeds, we knew we wanted to make 
the most of it if our small workers should strutt their 
stuff in the rings.

We had to learn! We engaged Mrs Gertrud Hag-
ström to teach us proper grooming, and understand-
ing the true meaning of it. It’s not just about aesthet-
ics! We spoke many times on the phone to the true 
terrier enthusiast, the late Mr Bengt Nilsson, who was 
most helpful in setting up our breed club. 

The Swedish Kennel Club announced the start of 
assessments, and stated the Irish Kennel Club would 
be the ”mother club” in this work, since Ireland already 
had recognized the breed assisted by the Australian 
Kennel Club. 

Internet was around at the time – but the amount 
of webpages were scarce. We managed to find phone 
numbers to some breeders in Ireland, and to the Chair-
man of the Irish Jack Russell Club Mrs Angela Doyle. 
We flew over and spent some days in Ireland visiting 
the breeders, discussing the breed and the different 
approaches to recognize the breed. Ireland chose to 
put them on interim register until full pedigree was 
reached. Sweden gave them full group access from the 
minute they were assessed and registered, but with a 
blank pedigree. In my opinion that was a good move, 
because breeding didn’t turn into a retrace to reach 
full pedigree. 

Facebook wasn’t invented at the time, good or 
bad? Instead, many forums were set up, and breed 
enthusiasts from all over the world gathered. We were 
many! Lifelong bonds and friendship were made, and 
never-ending discussions about the breed took place 
in those different forums. 

Many dogs were imported from Australia into Europe. 
They had a massive impact on the gene pool and quality. 

I remember the debate, and the fears many had – 
this will destroy the breed! ”The Aussie dogs can’t work, 
they are just show ponies”, but boy did we prove them 
wrong! We set up training camps, and soon the little 
Jack Russells almost outnumbered the more conven-
tional hunting terriers at the tests. 

America started to discuss breed recognition, 
formed a club and started working on ajusting the 
breed standard to the AKC format. The debate wasn’t 
in any way slowing down. I remember the reaction 
from the breed enthusiasts all over the world, when 
they decided to put a DQ on oversize, not to mention 
when they decided to call them Russell Terriers! Sure-
ly this was the end of world! Of course, it wasn’t, but 
terrier people sometimes have terrier temperament. 
America got their recognition, and the breed is now 
immensely popular over there. 

The latest in the row to acknowledge the breed is 
England, the country of origin! Seeing the numbers at 
Cruft’s – the breed will be equally popular there. We 
hear the same fears again. ”The breed will be destroyed 
by the show people”
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How come the same fears appear every time the 
breed increases in popularity? 

All answers lay in the breed standard. We have to 
read it over and over again, until we knew it by heart. 
We have to assess every dog and every puppy to the 
standard. It was – and still is – the key to preserving the 
breed as it was intended. 

At the terrier judges’ seminar in Sweden a couple 
of years ago, I was on the breed compendium commit-
tee. We tried to sum up 5 key points, and put them on a 
sticker. They were:

Proportions, number 1!
Head and expression
Chest and spannability 
Colour and pigmentation
Weatherproof coat

This responsibility falls on both breeders and judg-
es, we owe it to the breed that is giving us so much joy in  
every-day-life, as well as in the showrings! We love to see  
this gorgeous breed around for many many years to 
come.


